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Throughout East Africa, there are many rural and even urban 
areas without electricity. In my years of living and working there, 
I’ve often been out walking with groups as we made our way 
through complete darkness. During these moments, we treasured 
the kerosene lamp or flashlight that guided our way along slippery, 
rocky, or dangerous paths.

2020 was a year of darkness for our world. East Africa was not 
immune to the global confusion and pain. Job losses, lockdowns, 
school closures, restrictions on ministries and churches, hunger, 
disease, and death all took a toll. But breaking into that night we 
saw the lifegiving light of Christ continue to shine strong on 
our path, illuminating the darkness.

We treasured the light of God’s Word which gave us peace 
and hope. We treasured the light of God’s presence which 
empowered our partners to serve vulnerable kids with wisdom and 
courage. We treasured the light of you, our global community, for 
providing incredible support and encouragement as we navigated 
the shifting conditions.

Our hearts are filled with gratitude for God’s light, and we know that 
the work is not done. The challenges are real. The darkness is real.

We invite you to another year of trusting God to illumine our path as 
we share the light of Christ with these special kids. Join us through 
prayer, generous giving, and encouraging words, holding fast to 
this promise from the Gospel of John: “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR



Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
PSALM 119:105



CORONAVIRUS CARE
The coronavirus pandemic created a sudden 
and unexpected need for our partners in East 
Africa to make huge changes in how they care 
for vulnerable kids and families day to day. Their 
creativity, compassion, and commitment has been 
awe-inspiring. Combined with the generosity of 
the Lahash community through our Stand Together 
campaign which raised over $30,000 last summer, 
families were able to receive:

• Emergency food distributions 
• Resources for health and hygiene 
• Rent/housing assistance 
• Home visits, prayer, and encouragement

We are amazed and thankful at God’s protection 
and faithfulness throughout the incredible 
challenges of 2020!





HOLISTIC CARE THROUGH SPONSORSHIP
For the past 15 years, we have had the joy of seeing hope light up the lives of kids like Steven (pictured 
above) who are far too familiar with darkness and pain. As you can see in his photo, Steven was happy 
to receive a bicycle at Christmas along with rice, beans, and cooking oil for his home. What you can’t 
see from the photo is that Steven lives with a significant disability. Due to a limb deformity, one of his 
legs is much shorter than the other. Walking causes him great discomfort and even injury at times. 

For people with disabilities in Tanzania, resources for education, medical treatment, and support 
services are very limited. Steven could have spent his life suffering in the shadows of society without 
Lahash, his sponsor, and our partners at Grace & Healing Ministry. Because the G&HM staff have 
attended to his physical, spiritual, social, and educational needs over the years, Steven is doing well 
and progressing through school. And thanks to his sponsor’s gift of the bike, his body is spared the 
toll of walking there each day! Knowing this support system is there for him, Steven is facing his 
challenges with the light of hope in his eyes, and pedaling toward a bright future up ahead!

In 2020, Lahash provided holistic care for over 
500 vulnerable children in 4 East African countries 

by partnering with local ministries at 10 unique sites.

SPIRITUAL CARE
Sharing God’s love through discipleship in the ways of Jesus, including 
worship, prayer, and Bible teaching at weekly program gatherings.

EDUCATIONAL CARE
Working to ensure each child is educated to their highest ability, including 
25 students in the Stand With Students higher education program.

PHYSICAL CARE
Supporting nutrition, health, medical, and practical needs, including 
$11,810 donated through Rice & Beans Month for increased food security.

COMMUNITY CARE
Surrounding kids with support and reaching them within their living 
situation, including visits at home to offer prayer and emotional support.



2020 FINANCIALS

TOTAL
REVENUE:
$744,302

TOTAL
EXPENSES:
$614,084
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WHERE WE WORK
1. MAI MAHIU, KENYA
2. ARUSHA, TANZANIA
3. DODOMA, TANZANIA
4. SHINYANGA, TANZANIA
5. KIGALI, RWANDA
6. KAMPALA, UGANDA

MANAGEMENT 14%

PROGRAMS 80%

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

391 419
475 506

TOTAL CHILDREN CARED FOR
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DONATION HISTORY

In a year that unsettled us all, some were not able to give as much as they hoped and 
some were able to give even more. God provided an overall increase in giving, 
and we are so grateful for this vibrant and generous global community! Thank you! 
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FUNDRAISING 6%

EXPENSES
BY

PERCENTAGE
$6
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K 513

WE ARE SO THANKFUL THAT YOU CARE!

To support our ongoing work, donate online at lahash.org/give.

Lahash is committed to financial integrity, transparency, and careful stewardship of 
every donation. Visit lahash.org/financials or contact us at info@lahash.org for more 
details. In recognition of our financial accountability efforts, Lahash has received the 
Gold rating from the non-profit listing service GuideStar.

total includes federal
PPP loan



Lahash International
1315 SE 20th Ave, Suite 4

Portland, OR 97214

Phone: +1 (503) 288-5818
Email: info@lahash.org

LAHASH.ORG

OUR VISION IS THAT ALL CHILDREN IN AFRICA
KNOW JESUS AND THRIVE AS THEY ARE LOVED 

BY A FLOURISHING GLOBAL CHURCH


